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7th Fresh Film Fest

International Festival of Student and Debut Films 

August 25 – 29, 2010
· Festival theme – Heroes

· Four competition sections and juries 

· Record number of films submitted
· Festival venues
· Film Lesson by Peter Zelenka
· Critics‘ Circle Choice, Fresh Classics, Face 2 Face

· Fresh Film Walks, Fresh Film Ride

· Fresh Selection – selection of 45th KVIFF films
· Accreditation
This year’s 7th International Festival of Student and Debut Films – Fresh Film Fest will for the first time have a unifying theme – heroes. Illustrating the theme are films including Defendor, in which Woody Harrelson plays an ordinary man undergoing a transformation into a superhero. The festival will offer over 200 films and take place from August 25 to 29, 2010 at six venues in Prague. The international juries will includes screenwriter Christoffer Boe, award winner from Cannes, director Michaela Pavlátová and actress Martha Issová, and one of the juries will for the first time be made up only of writers. This year’s “Film Lesson” will be presented by Petr Zelenka.
“Every film has its hero or villain, and Fresh Film Fest will do nothing more than point them out, give them a nudge towards the red carpet and open the curtain,” said festival art director Jan Stehlik. In addition to Defendor, a selection for the debut competition Fresh Generation by Canadian director Peter Stebbings, the “hero” theme will also dominate the non-competition sections. The films will be divided in sections with names hinting at the type of hero viewers can expect. For example the “Rough” section will be dedicated to horrors and thrillers, while “Unique” will show heroes behind the camera – the winners of this year’s Cannes student section. 
This year’s Fresh Film Fest will present awards in the following four competition sections -- Fresh Generation (debut and second feature films); Main International Student Competition (scripted and documentary films) in which the Czech Republic will be represented by “Přízraky“ (Phantoms) by Prague Film School student Tomasz Winsky;  Theatre Optique (animated and experimental films); and this year’s newcomer Fresh Czech (Czech student films). The debut jury will, in addition to Christoffer Boe of Denmark, winner of the 2004 Cannes award for his debut “Reconstruction”, include Czech director and animator Michaela Pavlátová. The members of the main international competition jury will include Martha Issová, winner of the Best Actress award at the 2008 Karlovy Vary International Film Festival. This year’s festival will also introduce for the first time an all-writer jury of the Fresh Czech competition including Jaroslav Rudiš and Petra Soukupová. 
The record number of submitted films (1,172 from 60 countries) confirms the growing reputation of Fresh Film Fest. The majority of submitted films, over 700, comes from Europe, including 207 from Germany and 151 from the Czech Republic. Most of the non-European films are from Israel (50), and we have also received films from Bangladesh, Georgia and Vietnam. 

“This year, for the first time, the festival venues will not be concentrated in one location, but around parts of Prague. The festival will also be true to its name and be fresh, open and offer a choice of spaces and venues,” said festival director Martin Pošta. The festival films will be screened at Palác Akropolis, Aero and Světozor cinemas. They will also show at Ponec Theater, open-air theater Letní kino na Parukářce with an inflatable screen built specifically for the festival, and the new scene of the National Theater.  Palác Akropolis and Ponec Theater will also host additional festival events, concerts and shows. This year’s festival is organized under the auspices of Ondřej Pecha, Prague’s city councilor for culture.  
The “Film Lesson,” where a celebrity selects feature or short films that influenced him or her will this year by delivered by Petr Zelenka. His choices include the films Dobrodružství s nahým klukem (Adventures with a Naked Boy), Muž, který stoupl v ceně and Moderní byt by director Jan Moravec. The festival will also feature Petr Zelenka’s first films – Visací zámek, Mňága Happy End and Knoflíkáři (Buttoners). 
The festival organizers have asked the prestigious British Critics’ Circle and its chairman Jason Solomons (Observer, Guardian) to select the best five short films from around the world. These films will be screened in the Critics’ Circle Choice section. The Fresh Classics section and its selection of feature films omitted by Czech film distributors will offer an unforgettable film experience. Student films selected by film school professors and films of school professors selected by film students, Face 2 Face, will for the first time take a look not only at Czech but also Slovak and Polish film schools. Film school faculty participating in the program will include, among others, the Czech Vít Klusák, and Slovak Stanislav Párnický.

Fresh Film Walk is one of the favorite sections of the festival audiences. Films in this section are shown on building façades during and outside of the festival week, allowing festival fans to enjoy films at night. This year’s Fresh Film Walk will, in addition to Prague, visit Brno, Ceske Budejovice, Kutna Hora, Kolin and Sumperk. The first screening will take place on June 26, 2010 in Prague at the United Islands festival. For the first time this year, the festival will also introduce Fresh Film Ride, a film-filled bike ride through Prague on June 10, 2010.

For the fourth year Fresh Film Fest films will be included in the official program of the 45th Karlovy Vary International Film Festival in the Fresh Selection section. The section offers a taste of what the 7th Fresh Film Fest will offer. The five films in the section will include an animated film by Kristina Dufkova, Usnula jsem, and the Australian Deeper Than Yesterday by Ariel Kleiman. 
Accreditations and tickets will be sold at all box offices at festival venues. Price of accreditation: CZK 150/day or CZK 590/entire festival. Tickets: CZK 69/screening. Accreditation holders will receive 50% discount on entrance fees to festival events. See www.freshfilmfest.net for more information. 
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