
[image: image2.png]FRESH FILM FEST

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF
FIRST FEATURES AND STUDENT FILMS




Press Kit
This year’s 7th International Festival of First Features and Student Films – Fresh Film Fest will take place for the first time in Prague from August 25 to August 29, 2010. The festival venues will include the art cinemas Světozor and Aero, popular open-air cinema Střelák, and Divadlo Ponec. Festival films will also be screened at the festival center at Palác Akropolis and for free at the Zizkov’s Parukarka park. Over 150 short and feature films of various genres and two British cult series will be screened during the five festival days. 
Fresh Classics

„This year’s non-competition sections will offer feature films that have won awards at prestigious films festivals or completely new films that will be shown only at Fresh Film Fest”  festival’s artistic director Jan Stehlík.  
One of this festival’s most anticipated films is this year’s winner of the Sundance Film Festival “Restrepo”, a war documentary about an American platoon serving in one of the most dangerous parts of Afghanistan made by Sebastian Junger and Tim Hetherington. This raw documentary was made from footage shot by the filmmakers during the deployment of a platoon of U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan's Korengal Valley. Sebastian Junger has been documenting the war in Afghanistan since 1996. He is also the bestselling author of the “The Perfect Storm” and “War” novels.  Tim Hetherington won the 2008 World Press Photo award for his work in Afghanistan.
The festival will offer several last year’s first features from the British Isles. After the murder of his friend, a retired marine Harry Brown, played by the unbeatable Michael Caine, decides to take justice into his own hands and drive away the neighborhood criminals and their flourishing drug trade. The film brought its director Daniel Barber a nomination for Breakthrough British Filmmaker by the Critics’ Circle. Another film in this section is a gripping, emotionally charged thriller The Disappearance of Alice Creed by screenwriter and director J Blakeson, who was nominated for the 2009 British Independent Film Award. Cracks, a drama directed by Jordan Scott, daughter of Ridley Scott, will take us to an all-girl boarding school in 1930’s England. The lead is played by Eva Green (Bertolucci’s Dreamers or Casino Royale). In the Loop (2009), another film from Great Britain, is an original satire – a loose sequel to the critically acclaimed sitcom The Thick of It (2005-2009). The film and the sitcom were directed by Armand Iannucci.
Fresh Classics will also offer a feature documentary by Larry Charles, director of Borat and Bruno, Religulous, where American political commentator and comedian Bill Maher asks believers of different faiths controversial questions about their religion.  Another non-European representative in this section is Gallants, a grandiose return to classic 1970s Kung-fu movies directed by Clement Sze-Kit Cheng and Chi-kin Kwok about a bullied boy that becomes a student of two grand masters. 

The August 25, 2010 Official Opening in Aero will be followed by the pre-premiere of Scott Pilgrim vs. the World, an adaptation of Bryan Lee O'Malley’s comic about Scott (played by Michael Cera, also know from Juno) that must defeat seven ex-boyfriends to win the heart of the girl of his dreams. Director Edgar Wright (Hot Fuzz or zombie comedy Shaun of the Dead) also directed one of the fake trailers for Grindhouse (Don’t).
Competition Sections and Awards
This year’s competition student films were selected from 1172 entries from 60 countries. The number of submitted films yet again exceeded the previous year’s record. Most submitted films came from Germany (207), followed by the Czech Republic (151). The most non-European entries came from Israel (50) and there were also films from as far as Bangladesh, Georgia and Vietnam.
The festival will present four awards in the following sections – Fresh Generation (competition of first and second feature films), Main International Competition of Student Films (competition of scripted and documentary films), Theatre Optique (competition of animated and experimental films). Directors of the award-winning films will also receive a prize of EUR 2 000. The jury of the festival’s newest section, Fresh Czech (competition of Czech student films), will present the Czech Television Award. The festival will also present the traditional Audience Award. As in the past years, the festival awards were designed by Zdeněk Vacek and Daniel Pošta.
Fresh Generation, a competition of first features, will present six films from Serbia, Canada, Hungary, Great Britain and two films from the USA. The original debut of Canadian director Peter Stebbings, Defendor, with the excellent Woody Harrelson in the lead, promises to be a major attraction. Another exceptional film to watch out for is the winner of the British Independent Film Award and Best UK Feature from Raindance Film Festival Down Terrace by Ben Wheatley about the every-day life of a British family and its illegal activities. 
This year’s Main Student Competition will present 13 films – 12 scripted and one documentary. The Main International Competition of Student Films does not have a Czech representative this year „We wanted to show Příznaky by Tomasz Winski of FAMU, but unfortunately the film was not completed in time for the main competition” said Jan Stehlík. Theatre Optique, a competition of animated and experimental films, will offer 14 films and Fresh Czech seven films – six from FAMU and one from UTB Zlin. 
This year’s main competition of feature and documentary films will be particularly fierce, because several of the competing films have already won awards at other festivals. This is the case of BAFTA winner Until the River Runs Red by Paul Wright from Glasgow that Screen Internationals named one of its ‘Stars of Tomorrow’. The only documentary film in this section, Albert’s Winter, by Danish director Andreas Koefed can boast awards from IDFA, Silverdocs, Full Frame and Cph:dox. 
The recurring theme of this year’s Theatre Optique short films is playful exaggeration and fateful meetings including the suspenseful The Boy Who Wanted To Be A Lion by Alois di Lea about a deaf boy pursuing his dream regardless of the imminent danger and Aargh by German director Philip Hillers chronicling one day in the life of a former star of a Japanese monster movie Aargh. 
The new section Fresh Czech will offer a partially scripted documentary Roma Boys by Rozálie Kohoutova, which takes a very original look at the position of gays in Roma communities and Roma culture in general. 

Juries
Famous Danish director Christoffer Boe, whose film Reconstruction won the Golden Camera in Cannes, accepted our invitation to join the festival jury. The festival will run a retrospective of his work including Reconstruction, Offscreen  and an exclusive screening of his last film shown at this year’s Cannes festival Everything Will be Fine and a special screening of Boy Meets Girl by French director Leos Carax that greatly influenced Boe’s work. Another jury member is Daniel Mulloy, one of the most successful European directors of independent short films, whose films Sister, Antonio’s Breakfast, Dad and Son will also be presented during the festival.  
The Theatre Optique jury will host one of the most important conceptual Czech artists Ján Mančuška, Dutch animator Rosto, famous for his on-line comic Mind My Gap, whose retrospective will also be presented during the festival and Norwegian director, producer and animator Kajsa Næss. 
The young Hungarian theater and film director Attila Gigor, whose first feature film The Investigator (2008) won a number of awards at world film festivals including IFF Cleveland, Karlovy Vary, Warsaw and the Hungarian Critics Award, will join the Fresh Generation jury with German film producer Christine Haupt.
The Czech Republic will be represented in the festival juries by director and animator Michaela Pavlátová and film and stage actress Martha Issová. The members of the Fresh Czech competition jury will be writers with connections to the film world Petra Soukupová, Jaroslav Rudiš and Kristián Suda. 

Heroes
This year’s festival theme is “Heroes.” Films about heroes can be found in the competition sections (Defendor in Fresh Generation), but also in non-competition sections (Scott Pilgrim vs. the World in Fresh Classics). The festival will also screen Václav Vorlíček’s original parody of comic books, the sci-fi comedy Who Wants to Kill Jessie? (1968). The films will be divided into sections with names hinting at the type of hero the viewers can expect. For example The Wanted will present four student films screened at the 2009 and 2010 Cannes Festival. The Tough will prove students are not afraid of thrillers or horrors and The Unique will present two films that reached the absolute top this year – the Finnish The Painting Sellers directed by Juho Kuosmanena, winner of the Cannes Cinefondation Award and British The Confession by Tanel Toom, winner of this year’s student Oscar.
Critics’ Circle Choice 

This section, created in cooperation with the prestigious British Critics’ Circle and its chairman Jason Solomons (Observer, Guardian), will offer a selection of recent short films that caught the attention of the critics and whose authors are considered to be the rising stars of British cinematography including Dog Altogether directed by actor Paddy Considine (In America and Bourne Ultimatum).
Petr Zelenka: Lecture
In the Lecture, where a celebrity selects feature or short films that influenced him or her, will this year by delivered by Petr Zelenka. His choice includes three films by a nearly forgotten Czech filmmaker Jan Moravec. As Zelenka says “the films of Jan Moravec are an excellent lesson in absurdity, black humor, social and political satire and unbridled playfulness. As if he, one of the few great men of the Czech New Wave, did not take himself too seriously. Film fans can look forward to seeing Muž, který stoupl v ceně and two short films, Adventures with a Naked Boy and Moderní byt.The festival will also feature Petr Zelenka’s first films – Visací zámek 1982-2007, Mňága Happy End and Buttoners. 
TV Series
Fans of British cult series will certainly appreciate one entire night of The Mighty Boosh followed by the sophisticated Garth Marenghi’s Darkplace that uses a legend about a pulp fiction writer to celebrate cheesiness and genre clichés of the 1980s pulp fiction books and films. The author of the script and one of the leads is played by Richard Ayoade a.k.a shy Mosse of the IT Crowd. 
Face 2 Face 
This year’s festival will renew the popular section Face 2 Face where film school students select films of their teachers and film school teachers select works of their students. Film school professors participating in the program will include, among others, the Czech Vít Klusák, Slovak Stanislav Párnický, Tomáš Doruška and Romanian Laurentiu Damian. Students comparing their work to that of their professors will include Jan Šípek, Akile Nazli Kaya, Mátyás Prikler (Slovakia), Paul Negoescu (Romania).
Fresh Family
Fresh Film Fest also remembers the smallest film fans. The Saturday and Sunday Fresh Family program in Aero cinema will present the visually stunning Where the Wild Things Are by Spike Jonze. Fresh Family tickets will cost CZK 30.
Accompanying Events
The festival accompanying events will offer a play directed by Anna Polivková at Divadlo Ponec, a radio play by Radio Ivo adapted for the theater with Petr Marek, Johana Švarcová, Karel Machuca, an exposition of young German photographer Stefan Höderath at 22PRESENTS showroom and exposition of comic book illustrations by Vladimir 518 at Palac  Akropolis. From Thursday night to Sunday night, Palác Akropolis will offer music productions starting with Czech TV’s free concert of JI & Mother Ducks on Thursday night. Other concerts will include the popular duo Table. 
Midpoint 

The Central European Script Center was founded as a joint initiative of Prague, Bratislava, Lodz, Bucharest and Budapest film schools. The goal of Midpoint is to support the development of European film projects, students and recent graduates. Fresh Film Fest partnered with Midpoint to offer a scriptwriting workshop in Prague. 

Workshop Visions of Prague

This year’s Fresh Film Fest will offer in cooperation with the European film network NISI MASA a filmmaking workshop, where pre-selected participants from France, Spain, Italy, Austria and the Czech Republic will, under the watchful eye of documentarist Miroslav Janek, make short films themed “Prague Invadors.” At the end of the seven-day workshop, the works of the 25 participants will be presented at a public screening at FAMU. 
Public Workshops – 2 Fresh Film Stops
Two workshops (editing and camera) with Aeroskola lecturers will allow all interested film fans to learn the basic rules of filmmaking and test them in practice. The workshops will take place on Thursday and Friday afternoon at Svetozor cinema. Aeroskola is the educational branch of Aero, Svetozor and Oko cinemas offering a range of film education programs for schools, children and adults, including the School of Animation, film camp Aertek, weekend programs for parents with small children or workshops for teachers.
Film Industry Program

Presentation of Film School Works
This program introduced by film school representatives will present the current development of film schools and their artistic goals. Participating schools:
National Film and Television School (NFTS)

Tel Aviv University

Selcuk University

University Nationala de Arta Teatrala si Cinematografica „I.L.Caragiale“

The presentation will take place on Friday, August 27, 2010 at FAMU, Smetanovo nábřeží. 
3rd Conference of Film School Deans 
Pavel Jech, Vít Janeček and Fresh Film Fest will for the third time under the auspices of FAMU offer a meeting with film school deans. The theme of this year conference will be “Reinvention, Re-structuring, Renewal, Rejuvenation, Revolutions and Reincarnation of the Film Academy.
Shows at Divadlo Ponec
VerTeDance / Anna Polívková
The Cases of Dr. Touret

Can you show us, what you are made of? Did you know how to fly, but forgot? Want to be free, but don’t know how? Want to dance, but are shy? Mr. Padly, Mrs. Vltavska and others will help you answer these questions. Surprise yourself! Let them surprise you.

A play inspired by the book of famous neurologist Oliver Sacks The Man Who Mistook His Wife For a Hat and adapted for theater by mime and actress Anna Polivková and VerTeDance. Tereza Ondrová was named Dancer of the Year for her performance in this show. 
Expositions
Stefan Höderath

Timescan Photographs

Showroom 22PRESENTS, Mlynářská 4, Praha 1
Another guest of Prokop Bartoníček, author of the 22PRESENTS project, is Stefan Höderath, a young photographer living in Berlin, who works with a customized plate camera. 

Stefan Höderath started studying visual communication at Universität der Künste in Berlin in 2006. In 2009, he received a NICA scholarship to participate in the MFA Hunter College in New York. His recent shows include expositions in New York, Berlin and Tokio. Stefan currently lives and studies in Berlin.
Vladimir 518 - XB1

Palác Akropolis

One of the main sources of inspiration for Vladimir 518 - XB1 are comic books, which he himself occasionally works on. The exposition presents a selection of his works made over the past decade. 

Vladimir 518, real name Vladimír Brož, is a rapper, graffiti writer, illustrator, comic book artist, set designer, graphic designer and member of PSH (Peneři strýčka Homeboye). 

Visual Concept
Adéla Svobodová and Pauline Kerleroux have been responsible for the visual concept of the festival since its beginning. Their work brought them three nominations for Czech Grand Design Awards including one third place and the Ogilvy student award. This year’s visual concept was yet again inspired by innovative film techniques. After using digital errors and color keying, this year’s theme is color filters. Film heroes peek from under layers of colors from this year’s posters and filters also color all printed materials and festival venues. 
Design Shop
The Fresh Film Fest shop will be open daily from August 25 to August 29 from 16:00 to 24:00 at the festival center at Palác Akropolis. In addition to festival shirts, bags and pins, the shop will offer design jewelry and accessories made by young Czech designers including Zdeněk Vacek or the Whitefruits design duo. The shop will also offer well-known brands Yellowjacketangel, Janji Prokič, Schmucig, Acid design, My square, Weggart and traditional recycled festival bags from banners exclusively designed for this year’s Fresh Film Fest by Anna Kozová, winner of the 2008 Czech Grand Design’s Discovery of the Year.

Festival Trailer
This year’s trailer was made by director Jitka Rudolfová, who made her film debut last year with Dreamers. Her four versions of the festival trailer, inspired by looser heroes, follow the graphic design of the festival and feature actors Jaroslav Plesl, Václav Neužil, Pavel Šimčík and Radovan Síbrt. The trailers are available at www.freshfilmfest.net
Juries - Biographies:

Main Competition
Martha Issová 

Is a film and theater actress, who was introduced into the film world by Vladimir Drha with whom she made The Conception of my Younger Brother and Zacatek sveta. She has worked with Karel Kachyna on Hanele and Syn pluku. Her role in Little Girl Blue by Alice Nellis brought her a Czech Lion for best supporting actress and she also won the Crystal Globe at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival for the role of Ofka in Night Owls by Michaela Pavlatová. Her main focus is theater and her home base Dejvicke Divadlo. 
Christoffer Boe 

Is a Danish screenwriter and director, whose first feature film Reconstruction  won the Gold Camera for best debut at the 2003 Cannes Film Festival. His second feature film Allegro with Helena Christensen and Ulrich Thomsen, was screened at the Sundance Film Festival. His experimental film Offscreen won the 2006 Young Cinema Award at Venice Film Festival. Everything Will be Alright is his fourth feature film. His last project Beast is in post-production. 
Daniel Mulloy 

Studied fine art in London and New York. His five short films have won over seventy international awards including three BAFTAs. He is currently working on his first feature as writer and director, Murmansk. He is also developing a new project, part of the Advanced Party film series, with Zentropa and Sigma Films. The project’s authors include Lars Von Trier, Gillian Berrie, Lone Scherfig and Anders Thomas Jensen.

Fresh Generation

Michaela Pavlátová 

Is a director, screenwriter, designer and animator, whose animated films have won a number of prestigious international awards. In 1993, her film Words, Words, Words brought her an Oscar nomination, while her short film Repete won the Golden Bear in Berlin in 1995. Her feature film Faithless Games has received Special Jury Mention at the San Sebastian International Film Festival, Golden Kingfisher at the Pilsen Film Festival and Don Quijote award at Cottbus Film Festival. Her last film, Night Owls, has won the best actor and actress award at the 2008 Karlovy Vary Film Festival and Grand Prix at the Niesse Film Festival in Germany. 
Attila Gigor 

Has made a number of award-winning documentary and experimental films during his studies at the Hungarian Academy of Drama and Film before moving on to features. His first feature film The Investigator (2008) won several awards at world festivals including Cleveland IFF, Karlovy Vary IFF, Warsaw IFF and the Hungarian Critics Award in four main categories. In addition to film directing, he directs theater plays, acts and devotes his time to other art projects.
Christine Haupt
Studied film and TV production at HFF “Konrad Wolf” in Potsdam-Babelsberg. She has worked as production coordinator on many different feature films, including “The Lives of Others” (“Das Leben der Anderen“, 2006), and as freelance unit production manager for several broadcasters. For Kinderfilm GmbH she worked as a junior producer on TV films, series and the popular German Fairy Tales collection. Her films have been screened at many international film festivals including Berlin, Locarno, Giffoni and etc. and won several awards. She has also worked as service and associate producer on documentaries produced by British and American companies. She is currently producing several international co-production projects and German feature films.

Theatre Optique

Kajsa Næss

Is a director and animator. After graduating in animation at Volda University College in 1996, she established Mikrofilm AS, a production company, with Lise Fearnley. For over ten years, they have been producing short films screened at national and international festivals and winning several wards including an Oscar for the animated The Danish Poet. 
Rosto

Is a Dutch designer known for open art project and graphic design, TV animation and music videos. His open art works include film, websites, printed works and audio works. His work is based on one unique concept and is joined in his Mind My Gap project, an on-line graphic novel and spin-off short films. He is currently working on a book, music project Three Wreckers and medium-length film The Monster of Nix. 
Ján Mančuška

Is a graphic artist, whose projects resemble contextual research of immediate reality and whose works blend literature, film, conceptual art, theater, installations, video and text. His installations often use text as a stand-alone object and explore the concept of non-linear reading. His works have been shown at the Stedelijk’s Museum of Modern Art in Amsterdam, the Museum of Modern Art in New York, Basel’s Kunstahalle, Prague gallery Tranzitdisplay or the Royal Danish Theater in Copenhagen and Berlin theater HAU2.

Fresh Czech

Petra Soukupová 

In 2008, graduated at FAMU in screenwriting and dramatic composition. In 2007, she wrote her first book K moři, which brought her the Orten Award and Magnesia Litera nomination. Her FAMU graduation film, loosely based on her book, has won the Barrandov Foundation and RWE prize. In 2009, she published her second book Zmizet, which won the Magnesia Litera Book of the Year. Her script Na kratko has won the third prize in the Sazka contest. 
Kristián Suda 

Graduated in philosophy at the Charles University in Prague. In 1996 and 1997 he received the Fulbright Research Award and in 1998 to 2000 the Research Support Scheme grand for editing and publishing the work of Milada Soucková, which brought him the Magnesia Litera Publisher of the Year award. He is a member of the Czech branch of the International PEN Club. He has worked as screenwriter with directors Oldřich Lipský, Věra Chytilová, Jiří Menzel, Michaela Pavlátová and Petr Nikolaev. 
Jaroslav Rudiš

Is a writer and also a screen and play writer. His first novel, Nebe pod Berlínem (2002), won the Jiri Orten Award. His comic book trilogy, Alois Nebel (2003-2005), which is now being adapted for the big screen, was also very successful. He is the co-author, with Petr Pýcha, of plays Léto v Laponsku and Strange Love (2007). He also wrote a screenplay based on his second book and with poet Igor Malijevsky he hosts EKG, a literary show, in Archa theater and occasionally performs with groups U-Bahn and Jaromír 99 & The Bombers. 
CONTACT:

PR and Press:
Martina Reková, martina.rekova@4press.cz, tel. 731 573 993

Klára Mixová, klara.mixova@4press.cz, tel. 731 514 462

Fresh Films, s.r.o.
Palác Akropolis
Kubelíkova 27
Praha 3
info@freshfilmfest.net
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